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BRIEFS 


SHOLERA IN CYCLONE-HIT AREAS--Bhola, Dec. 


21--The official death figures due 


~~ 
—*\ 


Cholera & darrhoeal diseases in the cyclone affected areas of this subdivision rose 


— 


source told BSS that 12 of the deaths were in Monpura Island, 
in Char Aftab and one each in Char Fakira and Dalchar. There was an acute 
city of sweet water for drinking and the situation in t*ese coastal islands 


~~ 


to 26, since the area was hit on December 10, says BSS. Local administration 
7 in Char Kukri 


Mukri, 


scar- 


popu- 


lated by about 50 thousand people was deteriorating eve:y day. The main source of 
sweet water in the islands was surface reservoirs which had been inundated by sa- 


line water surce upto six feet above normal tide by the impact of the 
Most of the islands have no tubewell in Char Monpura populated by 33, 


15 out of 45 tubewells were out of order. 


rapid aggravation of the situation if immediate arrangement for drinking 
could not be made. In the meantime the Chairman of Bangladesh Red Cross 


No steps had yet been taken by the con- 
cerned authority for sinking new tube wells. The Health Ministry and different 
voluntary organisations were distributing water purifying tablets which can kill 
germs but cannot desalinate the water. Different official sources here apprehended 


water 
Society 


Mr Justice Shahbuddin Ahmed visiting the affected areas tc see for himself the pro- 
gress of relief work. Some international voluntary organisations also are conduct- 


ing relief work in the affected islands. 
22 Dec 81 p 12) 
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HEALTH MINISTER REPORTS GAINS IN WAR ON DIARRHEA 
Georvetown 


[Text | 


} 


GUYANA CHRONICLE 


PEOPLE'S involvement 
and money ere the two 
pnmery needs fo an ef- 
fectve campaign esgainat 
diarrhosa. 


So said Minister of Health, 


Dr. Richerd Van West-Charies 


yesterday. He further stated 
that since the introduction of 
Oral Re-hydration techniques 
and the intensification of 
breast feeding, Guyane hes 
experienced e reduction of 
diarrhoea cases 


But, he said,oral re- 
hydration would be useless if 
there were no proper 
sanitation nar good health 
education. 


The Minister mede his 

remarks while delivering 
the festure address et the 
apening of the Pan American 
Health Organisation's 
workshop. (PAHO) for 
Dierrhose end Disease 
Camral Managers at the Park 
Hotel. This six-day workshap 
is attended by 11 countries 


Cde. Van West-Charies 
noted thet in the develaping 


5400/7520 


in English 8 De 


Ro 


pp 8-9 


world, one out of every ten 
cuidren diese of dierrhose 


-pefore the age of five. He 


urged the peopie of the Third 
Warid t pool their resources 
in order to fight this disesse. 
“Within the Third 
Waoarld where our resources 
ure limited we must meke e 
gericus attempt to invdive the 
community and utilise our 
resourcgs more efficerity.”” 


Dr. Mervyn Henry, 
PAHO's Caribbean 
Programme Coordinatr, 
who wes one of the mo 
persons who spake before the 
feature address, said thet 
this disease is caused by 
rodents, flies, poor personel 
hygiene, poor housing, and 
the absence of sdequaete 
breast feeding. He ssid that 
this i/inees of which the main 
problem is the loss of fluid, is 
the major cause of mortality 
among ciidren. 


held by PAHO. 


GUYANA 








NEW BY-LAWS AIMED AT IMPROVING GEORGETOWN TRASH DISPOSAL 


— 


—— oo - CLIDAWN TOT _ Cc . . e —— =| 
SUYANA CHRONICLE in Eneliisn & Dec Sip 8 


The discharge of harmtul 
substance, harmful to heelth 
Or property, anc thet of 


responsible for providing the 


Text | NEW by-laws” to 
requisite number of 


improve the deaning of 


the City of Georgetown 
have been made by the 
Mayor and Councilors, 
and approved by the 
Minister of Regional 


Development, Cde. 
Oscar Clarke. 
The by-laws, to be known 


as the City of Georgetown 
(Collection and Disposal of 
Waste) By-Laeva, 1981 also 
revoke the Scavenging and 
Cleansing of the City By 
Laws, under the Municpel 
and Distria Coungis Act. 


They cover the provision of 
receptacies for weste made of 
metal, plesticc of suitable 
material approved by the 
City Couna!l. These must be 
dean at al! times and when 
one householder occupies «@ 
whole building he shell 
provide a sufficent number 
of receptecies necessary for 
the ecoumuleton of weste 
over @ period of four days. 

In eddition, where more 
then one person occoupres «@ 
building, the owner or lesese 
or his egent shel! be 


receptecies for the ec 
qumulation of weste over @ 
period of four days. 


The byiews siso provide 
for the prohibition ageinst 
dumping of weste .ont 
eveets, sdewsiks, perapem, 
sileyweys or ather public 
places 


When animals die, the 
owner of custodian must 
immediately inform the 
Cleansing Officer, so that he 
coulc\ remove the carcas, end 
8 fee may be charged fo this 
serviay. 


Provision is eiso made for 


Caunai for a licence to 
operate. They wil! have to 
apply to the City Clerk for @ 
cence farwhich e sum of 
money, will be required. 
Privete incinerators for the 
dispose! of cumbustible 
weste wil! siso be eliowed to 
be used in the city, but these 
must be built in eccordence 
with the directions of the City 
Coundi, end must not be e 
source of nuisance. 


seam ao hot weter fram any 
Odiler into street, sidewelk. 
per epet, slleywey hes aso 
been prohibited under the 
Qyiews. 


Occupiers of afi houses. 
stores, werehouses, or other 
premises within the limits of 
the city must keep their 
Grains free of obstruction. 


The entry of premises by 
the Cleansing Officer, or any 


other local government 
officer in the service of the 
City Counc!, members of 


the Town Constabulary end 


the Police Force to inspect any 


premises for the purpose of 
the administration of the by- 
‘aws has siso been provided. 
Prosecutions could be 
brought ageinst any person 
who cont evenes the byews 
and if convicted the person is 
liable to @ fine of nat more 
than one hundred doliers or 
imprisonment for a term of 


not more then three months 

However, in the case of «@ 
continuing offence, there wil! 
be a fine of $16 for each dey 
following notice of the 
breech. 








INDIA 


BRIEFS 


EPIDEMICS IN CYCLONE-HIT AREAS--Calcutta, Dec. 18 (UNI)--Fourteen deaths of chol- 
éra, gastro-enteritis and other stomach ailments were reported from the cyclone de 
vastated areas of Patharpratima : tthe Sunderbans in South 24-Parga nas district, 
according to a report received at the State headcuarters here today. Similar 
deaths were reported from Kultuli and Gesaba, but their numbers could not be in- 
mediately confirmed. District macistrate of 24-Parganas Ranu Ghosh, who apprised 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu with the latest situation in the cyclone affected areas 
of the Sunderbans, said more medical teams would have to be sent to the areas to 
provide adequate medical relief to the distressed people and make other necessary 
arrangements to take ali preventive steps for checking the spread of the disease. 
in the meantime, a report from Midnapore district said 257 fishermen still remained 
untraced since the last week's cyclonic storm which had lashed the coastal areas 
of Contai in the district. At least 250 people died in the cyclone and tidal wave, 
according to official reports. Mrs Ghosh told news.sen that she had been told that 
there had been a ‘mass burial’ of 46 people who died in the storm at Gosaba. This 
was yet to be confirmed, she added. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 19 Dec 81 p 4] 


CSO: 5400/7036 








BRIEFS 
HEMORRHAGE FEVER CLAIMS 20--Jakarta, Indonesia, Dec. 12--(AP A disease known 


as blood fever which has spread in the West Java regency of Kerawang about 30 

kilometers (18 miles) east of Jakarta, has taken the lives of 20 children while 

80 others are still under intensive medical care, a regency official said Saturday. 
pon Supandji, the regent of the area, said all of affected children are under 

the age of five years. A health official said the disease is ad by a type of 
mosquito that thrives on water in empty cans and ponds. The affected victims 
usually suffer from high fever with bloody pockmarks covering their bodies, he 
said. Opon said the disease has heen spreading in the regency si 
October. [Text] (Taipei THE CHINA POST in English 15 Dec 81 p 6 
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wWiiw<z w ae MYELITIS . CULATIO? CAMPAIGN BEGIN 
yaccinators Course 


Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 23 Sep 81 p 5 


_ ? 
Liext ! 


MZIMBA., Tuesday 


4 ome week polio vaccnators 
course for 21 trainees opened 
yesterday at the Mzimba Distnct 
Hospital 

The aim of the course is to 
mount a polio campaign for the 
distnct, according to the distnct 
health inspector 

Opening the course, the dis- 
tinct government medical officer 
stressed the need for the trainees 
to take their short course sen- 
Ousiy 

‘We are only going to give 
you theoretical knowledge Dut 
you will do the actual job of vac- 
cinating chiidren.”” he said 

The trainee vaccinators will 
cam, among other things. polio 
campaign objectives, practical 
health education im polio, polo 
vaccination, child age assess- 
ment. polio recording and or 
ganisauon system. coid chain, 
under-tives card filling, ex 
panded programme on immuni 
tation and general review on 
polio campaign. —MANA 
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AMIPAIGN for children & 


receive their second polio vaca- 
nation dose has received a 
favourable response trom 
mothers in Neches: Distnect 
The children being vaca- 
nated are under two years old 
A district hospital official 


who 1s leading the team said the 
areas of village headmen Kab- 
vulala and Kanbven;e m sub- 
‘wet Chalooko’s area had been 
coverec $0 tar 

He sad that although the res- 
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Gg 


ponse Was ZOOU, sOMe Parents 
whose babies received the first 
dose had either left the areas for 
other places or hac moved 
estates to work 

The official repeated his call 
to mothers co have their cbu 
dren immunised 


© 
to 


, 


against the 


disease 

During the first stage of the 
campaign 6,810 children, were 
immurfused representing, /2 per 
cent of the total number of chil- 
dren expected to receive the 
Mana 


dose 











Lilongwe District 
Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 1 Oct 81 p l 


[Text] 


LILONGWE, Wednesday 
THE second phase of polio immunisation campaign, 
which started recently, was receiving favourable re- 
sponse in Lilongwe District, an official of the district 
ins *s office said here today. 

hildren under the age of two needed two complete 
doses taken at nsonthly instal ments to ensure a success 
in immunisatien against polio, the official stressed, 
adding that the third and ial dove would be launched 


nT slide chialtedeeekmeades elk nein: 
tion campaign was being carried out in the district in 
an effort to curb the spread of communicable dis- 


"The official was appealing to all loca! leaders in the 
district to give maximum co-operation to the vaccina- 
tion team by entouraging people to bring their chil- 
dren to under-five clinics and other centres set up for 
innocuistion. 

There was a break in the campaign because of 
transport problems, the official explained. 

The official also disclosed that a medical team com- 
prising medical officers and medical assistants was 
operating at various clinics from Likuni and Nkhoma 
mission hospitais to help the disabled children, crip- 
pled by polio in the district. —MANA 


cSO: 5400/5751 


~ 
— 








MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


RABIES TIE-UP ORDERS--Blantyre, Sunday--A rabies tie-up order is in force in 
Blantyre District since last Friday, August 14, to Wednesday, September 23, 1981. 
Announcing this on Thursday, a spokesman for the Regional Veterinary Office in 
Blantyre advised dog owners to tie-up their dogs 24 hours each day during the 
dates the tie-up will be in force, He warned that any loose dog found straying 
about in the streets of the City of Blantyre and all affected areas in the 
district during the periods concerned would be shot dead after blowing the whistle 
twice to warn the public. [Excerpt] [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 17 Aug 81 
p 5] Mzuzu, Monday--A rabies control order is in force in the Municipality of 
Mzuzu from today October 26 to October 30, 1981. During this period dogs are 
expected to be on leash and their strict control day and night, a Regional 
Veterinary Officer's circular released here recently has advised. The circular 
also indicated that during the same period, dogs will be vaccinated and all stray 
animals and those showing no sign that they had been vaccinated will be destroyed. 
According to the Regional Veterinary Office here, all unvaccinated dogs will be 
attended to at Zolozolo and Regional Veterinary offices today October 26.--MANA 
(Text] [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 27 Oct 81 p 3] 


BILHARZIASIS CONTROL WORKSHOP--Lilongwe, Wednesday--A four-week bilharzia control 
workshop at the old Lilongwe Hospital here ends October 3 on a note to work out 
best combined methods to be used in the mass national bilharzia control campaign 
being carried out throughout the country. The bilharzia control advisor at the 
Ministry of Health, Dr C,H. Teesdale said that the workshop is to review and work 
out a formula which could be used by the bilharzia control team in the campaign 
to completely eradicate the disease through mass treatment of population in the 
country. "For this workshop, it is simply a question of what effective but cheap 
drug we should use, And is there any need for snail control and how often should 
we treat the victim?" Dr Teesdale said, However, Dr Teesdale added, there is 
also great need to promote the public awareness of the hazards caused by bilharzia, 
The workshop which is being attended by key personnel involved in the national 
bilharzia control programme, would be followed by other two-week courses for 
district health personnel, ‘The goal is to have every health personnel know what 
national strategy we have launched to fight this deadly bilharzia diseases," Dr 
Teesdale said.--MANA [Excerpt] (Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 24 Sep 81 p Li 








CALL TO ERADICATE COMMUNICABLE DISEASES--Mzimba, Thursday--A four-day Village 
Health Committee seminar opened at M‘Mbelwa Farm Institute with a call to parti- 
cipants to find more ways and means of how best the rural population could 
eradicate communicable diseases. The call was made by the Government medical 
officer at Mzimba Hospital when he officially opened the seminar, He said that 
village health committees were very important in that they acted as a link between 
the health personnel and the rural population. "Your job is to explain to the 
people how to avoid diseases and to encourage them to seek treatment when they 
are ill," he said, The medical officer appealed to participants to double 
their efforts in encouraging mothers to attend under-five clinics in large 
numbers and to make the current polio campaign in the district a great success. 
MANA [Text] [Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 23 Oct 81 p 5] 


FEWER MEASLES CASES--Salima, Thursday--A total of 5,278 children in Salim and 
Dedza East suffered from measles and 61 of them died between January and June 
1980, But after an intensive measles vaccination campaign, only 818 children 
were attacked by the disease between January and June this year when only eight 
of them died. This was disclosed yesterday during a lecture by a Ministry of 
Health official to the 45 participants attending a week-long local leadership 
health workshop at Chitala Farm Institute in Chief Khombedza's area here, [Text] 
[Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 30 Oct 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/5753 








GREAT STRIDES MADE IN PLAGUE PREVENTION WORK 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 5 Dec 81 p 2 


(Article: "Our Nation's Plague Prevention and Control Work Makes Great 
Achievements" } 


[Text] Report by correspondents Shi Baoxian [4258 1405 1501] and Shen Erli [3088 
3643 4409] and reporter Miao Jiasheng [5379 1367 3932]: Information provided by 
the meeting of the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee's leading group on 
prevention and control of regional diseases showed that under the leadership of 
the party and the people's government, our nation's work in preventing and con- 
trolling the plague has realized great achievements. This year, up to the present 
time only one case of plague has occurred, and the patient has received treatment. 
This year there have been the lowest number of cases of the plague among human 
beings in our nation's history and the lowest number of deaths. 


The origin of epidemic plague in our nation is distributed in 185 counties (banners, 
cities) and in 17 provinces and autonomous regions. In the old society, the plague 
brought severe disaster to the Chinese. Since the founding of new China, the party 
and the people's government have led the masses of the various nationalities to 
carry out prevention and control, and within 5 to 6 years, epidemics and occur- 
rences of the plague among humans have been basically controlled, changing the 
situation of old China when the plague was epidemic year after year. To strengthen 
and coordinate scientific research on the battlefront of national plague preven- 
tion, *he state established a national plague research group in 1961. In 1978, the 
scientific research committee on regional diseases was reorganized and reestablished. 
The party committee and the people's government at each level also concretely 
strengthened the leadership of plague prevention work and mobilized the masses 
themselves to struggle against the plague. 


For many years, because large-scale activities of a mass character to exterminate 
rats and fleas have been carried out in many regions in which the plague originates, 
the density of the population of the principal animals that carry the plague has 
dropped greatly. In the Songliao Plain and its western parts, within the natural 
source region of the plague populated by the ground squirrel, the counties (banners) 
ind areas in which plague bacteria and positive serological reactions have not been 
found for over 20 years constitute 88.64 percent of the total number of counties 
within that region and 89.77 percent of the total area, and the areas free of the 
plague cover wide expanses. After examination, 13 counties (cities) in five 
provinces and autonomous regions of Heilongjiang, Jilin, Liaoning, Hebei, and 











Inner Mongolia huve already basically achieved the goal of exterminating rats 

and uprooting the source. In the historical area of the plague among house 
mice--the provinces and autonomous regions of the south--no epidemic of the plague 
among mice has been discovered for more than 20 years. In the areas of the 
meriones, the ground squirrel, and the marmot in northern China and the northwest, 
in farming areas, and around main traffic lines and industrial and mining regions 
where the population is dense, the plague among mice has also been controlled to 
varying degrees, forcefully consolidating the achievement of controlling the plague 
among people. 


During the course of prevention and control, the broad numbers of plague preven- 
tion and scientific research personnel have basically understood clearly the 
Situation of the regions in which the plague originates in our nation and have 
grasped the basic pattern and characteristics of the epidemic of the plague. 
Recently they completed a study of the classification of plague bacteria in China, 
solved some of the problems that had not been solved in our nation and abroad con- 
cerning the classification of plague bacteria, proposec’ related theories concerning 
the formation and the ecological system of bacterial types of the plague, and 
achieved international caliber in similar research. The study of the experiment 
to exterminate rats by means of earthen pills [Tushiwan: 0960 4258 0029] utilized 
six kinds of earth and rock powder to make earthen pills as poisonous bait for 

the extermination of rats. This conserved food grains and protected beneficial 
birds and livestock, and the results were stable. The pills have a great practi- 
cal value. Many major scientific research achievements have been popularized and 
utilized in a timely way in the actual prevention and control of the plague, and 
they have served their function. 


Now, the broad masses and the broad number of specialized plague prevention 
personnel are advancing while victory is being won, and are exerting efforts to 
eliminate the plague once and for all. 


9296 
CSO: 5400/4000 








SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC SPREADS--The cholera outbreak in South Africa is continuing to 
spread with 500 new cases having been reported in the past week. The Department 
of Health said this brought the total number of cases discovered since the start 
of the outbreak last August to 3,300, most of them in the Natal area. However, 
most of the victims have responded well to treatment and there have only been 46 
deaths since last August. [Text] [LD230500 Johannesburg International Service in 
English 0400 GMT 23 Jan 82] 


CSO: 5400/5760 











ST LUCIA 


EDITORIAL BLAMES COUNCIL INACTION FOR GARBAGE CRISIS 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 21 Nov 81 p 2 


[Text ] 


OUR front-page story last weekend about 
the garbage problem in Castries could 
never have portrayed the true situation in 
this once-upon-a-time ‘“‘cleanest city in 
the Caribbean.” 

It is disgusting and shameful that 
such-sources of epidemics [the garbage 
piles} have been allowed to exist in resi- 
dential areas for so long. It is even more 
distressing when in all of these areas 
hundreds and thousands of children 
either live in close proximity to piles of 
garbage or must pass near them on the 
way to school. 


We have had a week of rain. Does 
anyone care to imagine the situation at 
Marchand, Water Works Road, Entrepot, 
and even in parts of the city proper after 
garbage piles have had successive doses 
of sun and rain. 

Last week the Castries City Coun- 
cil issued a notice belatedly announcing 
the withdrawal temporarily of its contain- 
erised refuse collection service, [it had 
been withdrawn for some time] and 
appealed to the public to dispose of 
refuse only at points where siuutes have 
been provided. 


Although the Council advised that 
‘*no refuse is to be dumped on the side 
of streets or roads’’, this is precisely what 
has happened. All of a sudden, mini 
garbage piles have sprung up at many 
roadsides, especially in the city out- 
skirts. 


CSO: 5400/7520 


Does the Council, expect people to 
eat their garbage? Does it not know that 
there is a serious hazard to health in 
many parts of the City today, and that 
it should press quickly to alleviate this 
situation. 


But how can the City Council 
act? It comprises two members one of 
whom, Mr. Neville Cenac, has just been 
appointed Manager of Radio St. Lucia. 
Why in heaven’s name has the Govern- 
ment sent Mr. Cenac to administer the 
affairs of the state-owned Radio Station 
wnen he has an unfinished job at the 
Castries City Council? 

One ought to be grateful for the 
intervention of the Environmental De-- 
partment of the Ministry of Health which 
has done some work in tackling this 
garbage crisis, but we regret to say that 
up to yestercay, Fridaywe were unaware 
that any serious dent liad been made in 
alleviating the problem. 

The collection of garbage in the 
city is the responsibility of the City 
Council. We call on the Chairman of the 
Council and the Minister of Health to 
come together now and find the neces- 
sary funds to mount an immediate 
campaign to clear the streets of these 
fly and rodent-infested garbage piles. 

We call on them to move now and avert 
an epidemic in the city in which many 
including young children, could DIE. 


=> 











ZANZIBAR GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE MALARIA CONTROL SPENDING 


Malaria Control's "Mixed Fortunes’ 


Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 3 Jan 82 p l 


[Text] 


THE Zanzibar Revolutionary 
Government will d 98.4 
million/- on malana control 
in the Isles over the next 
seven years, starting Sep- 
tember last year. 

According to the Co- 
ordinator of the Malaria Con- 
trol Programme in Zanzibar, 
Dr Omar Juma Khatib, the 
United States Agency for In- 
ternational elopment 
(USAID) hes given a 
94,168,000/- loan towards the 


Project. 
e edded that the Isies’ 
Government would put in an 
extra 4,259,000/- to facilitate 
the success of the programme. 
Dr. Khatib told presamen in 
Zanziber on Friday that the 
USAID loan would cover the 


costs of mcd facilites m= 
medicines and vehicies that 
would be dep loyed 
throughout Zangbar and 


He also said ~-.at the 
WOrid Health Organisation 
would contribute to the 
programme, although he did 
not mecify the nature of 
essistarce. 

He added that there had 
been mixed fortunes so far in 
efforts to control malaria, the 
Isles’ numbe one killer 
disease. 

In some parts of the Isles 
malaria had dropped by 40 
per cent while in othes, 
where the disease was more 
pronounced, 80 per cent of the 

le had Malaria parasites, 

. Khatib sani. 











Program's Launching ‘Welcome News' 


Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 3 Jan 82 p 4 
(Editorial: ‘'Malaria"] 


(Text] The Zanzibar Revolutionary Government has launched a seven-year, multi- 
million shilling onslaught against the Isles’ number one killer disease--the 
dreaded malaria, 


The Malaria Control Programme, launched in September last year, seeks to rid 
Zanzibar and Pemba of parasites that have claimed lives and shortened daily 
working hours, 


The programme is not a novel one for the Isles, There was an earlier WHO~supported 
malaria eradication programme which was inexplicably called off in July 1968--just 
at the time when the disease was about to be defeated, 


The intervening years up till last September saw ad hoc campaigns to check 
malaria and also witnessed the debilitating disease become almost endemic in parts 
of Pemba, in particular, and Zanzibar. 


Thus, the launching of the seven-year Malaria Control Programme is welcome news 
to the young and old in the Isles. Even more encouraging is the approach adopted 
to fight mosquitos. 


The basic thrust of the programme is preventive, very much of an inexpensive 
strategy compared to the curative approach which is dear in terms of both 
personnel and finances. 


Central to the success of the preventive approach is the education and mobilisation 
of the people, so that they become fully involved in the programme, 


The p- -rle's total involvement in, and their identification with the programme 
are crucial because preventing and containing malaria ultimately depenis on 
improved environmental conditions. 





Improvement in the environmen 11 conditions means fewer, and even total elimination 
of breeding grounds for mosquit ’s, Therefore, less incidence of mlaria, 


The importance of the educational aspect to the programme becomes clearer when it 
is remembered that superstitions about peop (evil spirits) have confined malaria 
victims in their homes and condemned them to early death, 


Since there is a direct relationship between a people's health and their social 
and economic well-being, every effort must be mde to ensure that the programme 
succeeds within the targeted period--if not sooner, 


CSO: 5400/5747 








TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


EEC CHOLERA AID--An EEC communique stated yesterday in Dar es Salaam that the EEC 
has handed over to the Ministry of Health medicine and medical supplies valued at 
900,000 Shillings to promote the campaign against cholera. When the EEC represen- 
tative in Tanzania, B. Haffner, handed over these supplies to officers of the 
Ministry of Health, he said that they would be distributed to Shinyanga, Mwanza, 
Dodoma and Mbeya regions, which have been stricken especially by this disease. 
[Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 6 Jan 82 p 5] 


CHOLEFA DEATHS, PREVENTIVE MEASURES--Sumbawanga--Seventeen people have died of 
cholera in Nkansi and Sumbawanga rural districts Rukwa region during the past 
week. Reports by Shihata, said 12 deaths occurred .n Kalawa, Bumanda, Kirando, 
Kipili, and Utinta villages in Nkansi district and “ive deaths in Kaengesa 
village, Sumbawanga rural district. Some 27 patients are being treated against 
the epidemic. Regional Cholera Committee reports that affected villages have 
been put under quarantine and visitors entering Rukwa region from Mbeya would 
need to prove they do not suffer from the illness. Mbeya is also affected by 
cho'era, [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 31 Dec 81 p 3] 


CHOLERA EPIDEMIC--Sixty-two people have been admitted to various hospitals for 
treatment for cholera in Mbeya region, but there have been no reports of deaths. 
EA300258 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 0700 GMT 29 Dec 81 EA} 


MEASLES IN ZANZIBAR--A total of 4.2 children have died of measles, which has 
broken out in many areas of Zanzibar. Talking to reporters today, the Chief 
Medical Ofticer, Ndugu (Atanas), said that in the 7-month period from May to 
December of this vear, 101° children were admitted to the hospital, where 42 
jiea. He stressed that the most effective way of dealing with this serious 


lisease is to take 6-month ol? babies for preventive inoculation and those with 
symptoms of the disease to the hospital immediately. The officer went on to say 
that the main reason for the spread of -he disease is that parents tailed to take 
their babies to the hospital as soon as they showed symptoms of the disease. He 
said another reason is that some Wanachi had great confidence in traditional 
treatment and other beliefs, which leter affected the health of the patient. 

Text (EA010508 Zanzibar Domestic Service in Swahili 1600 GMT 30 Dec 81 LD} 
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VIETNAM 


STATISTICS ON PUBLIC HEALTH GIVEN 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Dec 81 p 2 
[Article: "Public Health"] 


[Text] After our country was totally liberated (1975), our public health sector 
experienced a number of favorable conditions for continuous development, but, at 
the same time, confronted an extremely difficult and complex situation. The 
former public health system in the south did not fit in with the socialist sys- 
tem. Besides, the living environment was heavily polluted, especially in big 
cities, newly liberated areas, many areas along the southwestern and northern 
borders, and areas hit by storms and floods, exerting a serious impact on the 
people's health. Epidemics and social diseases, generated by the former regime, 
had spread to the entire nation. The task of the public health sector was in- 
creased many times, but its capabilities were limited, giving rise to shortages 
of public health cadres, medical care basic installations and medicine, etc. 
Despite these ditficulties, in the past 5 years, our public health sector has 
strived consistently and resolutely, and has grown incessantly. The greatest 
achievement of our public health sector in the past 5 years was to successfully 
reform the health organizations left behind by the former regime in the south, 
build a nationwide unified public health system, and unceasingly and rapidly 
increase the number of hospitals, dispensaries, village public health stations, 
patient beds and public health cadres. 


Due to a nationwide public health network, the task of protecting the people's 
health has increasingly improved. At present, the per capita medical visit 
frequency has increased from 1 time (1975) to 2 times (1980) a year. The per- 
centage of medical doctors and interns in relation to the population is 1 per 
1,200 persons. The number of patient beds has increased from 29 (i975) to nearly 
40 beds per 10,000 people (1989). Tuberculosis morbidity rate ts down to just 
1.5 per 10,000 in the north, and to 2.5 in the south. In the south, malaria 
incidence has decreased 3 times, and venereal disease incidence has receded by 
50 percent. Emergency care, medical treatment, and epidemiologic prevention and 
control have developed in a comprehensive manner, and life span has rapidly in- 
creased. Presently, the average longevity is 62 years for men and 65 years for 


women. 











Table on the growth of the public health systen: 








Periods 
Public Health Network 1975 1979 1980 
Hospitals . 


1,396 2,375 2, 396 


fillage public nealth stations and 


7 
, 


maternity stations 6,565 8.751 9,034 
Number of patient beds 141,600 205,700 
Doctors 8,000 14,000 
Medical interns 25,600 26,000 














VIETNAM 


NEGATIVE PHENOMENA IMPEDE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADITIONAL MEDICINE 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 3 Dec 81 p 2 
[Article: “Development of Folk Medicine and Production of Traditional Drugs” ] 


[Text] In the past 5 years, along with developing modern medicine, we have given 
folk medicine adequate attention. Folk medicine institutes and Oriental medicine 
hospitals have been set up in provinces and cities nationwide. 


At present, nearly 6,500 traditional medicine doctors work in the state-operated 
public health sector--nearly 50 percent more than in 1975. Due to the development 
of folk medicine, our public health sector has achieved a number of successes in 
treating diseases with acupuncture, cauterization and nerve massage, discovering 
hundreds of excellent traditional medicine recipes and gathering valuable experi- 
ences. As for drugs production, in the past 5 years besides importing Western 
medicines, our public health sector has actively stepped up drugs and mecicinal 
materials production, turned out medicines with domestic raw materials, and given 
strong impetus to the movement to plant and use traditional medicines, therefore 
rapidly increasing the gross output of drugs and developing, in an even and wide- 
spread manner, the movement to plant and use traditional medicines in various 
localities. Se far, nationwide there are 2,000 villages and 51 districts fulfill- 
ing the norms on planting and using traditional drvgs. Nevertheless, in the past 
5 years, national medicine development and traditional drugs production still have 
experienced limitations, as follows: Psychology of placing great stock in foreign 
drugs at the expense of our own traditional ones; cumbersome production methods; 
acute shortages of antibiotics, tonics and specific Western drugs; continued oc- 
currence at many places of negative phenomena in drugs circulation and distribu- 
tion; and poor quality of drugs produced by many localities. 


1975 1979 1980 

Number of traditional medicine doctors working 

in state-operated public health sector 4,901 6,241 6,500 
Area planted in traditional herbs (in hectares) 2,000 4,500 
Volume of medicinal materials (in tons) 1,130 4,100 
Purchases of pharmaceuticals (in million dong) 7.7 22 
Percentage of traditional herbs in raw materials 

used to produce drugs (in percent) 9.9 29.3 
Gross value of drug output (in percent) 100 200 
9213 


CSO: 5400/4537 








VIETNAM 


VICE MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH ON PHARMACEUTICALS DEVELOPMENT 


Hanoi TAP CHI DUOC HOC in Vietnamese No 5, [Oct] 81 pp 1-3 
[Article by Prof Nguyen Van Dan, vice minister of Public Health: “Guidelines for 
Pharmaceuticals Mission in the Third 5-Year Plan (1981-1985)"} 


[Text] Medicines are one of the staple commodities used to promote the people's 
life. Since the reunification of the nation, the pharmaceuticals sector has urgently 
built up its organization and unified its mechanism to carry out activities on a 
nationwide scale; at the same time, it has actively developed the production of 
pharmaceuticals, expanded the production of medicines throughout the country, 
intensified export and tried to import medicines to meet everincreasing needs. 
However, a fairly large gap still exists between the ability to provide medicines 
and the need for them. Our most serious shortcoming is the almost complete 

absence of an industry designed to produce raw materials to prepare medicines. 

From au Sbjective point of view, a sector specialized in producing basic chemicals 
has not ye: been developed in our country. Subjectively speaking, however, we 

have for many years relied on [foreign] aid, disregarded domestic production, 
especially that of raw materials, and even stopped producing those which could be 
produced--just because of such aid. In particular, we have by mistake delayed 

the production of antibiotics and failed to rapidly expand the production of 
chemical pharmaceuticals and to pay due attention to the exportation of medicines. 
Also, because of our failure to fully realize the strategic importance of pharma- 
ceuticals as well as their effects in the political, economic, scientific and 
technical fields, we have not yet focused guidance on research, investment, pro- 
duction, exploitation and use--thus slowing down the development of the whole 
pharmaceuticals sector's activities concerning medicinal plants and animals, 
ingredients derived from animal organs, crop cultivation, animal husbandry, pro- 
cessing, extraction, international cooperation, exportatiou, etc. We have been 
slow in improving the organization of the pharmaceuticals sector and in creating 
conditions to develop the production of medicines. To date, the pharmaceuticals 
industry has neither been considered as an econoric technical sector nor been given 
an appropriate guidance and investment policy commensurate with its need and ability 
to develop. 


Our country is typically one with a developing economy. Its disease pattern is 
constituted by the prevalence of infectious diseases (represented by over 40 per- 
cent of the total number of patients seeking medical examination and treatment). 
There is still the risk of epidemics of various kinds. Social diseases (malaria, 
tuberculosis and mental diseases) and intestinal and skin diseases still have a 








high ratio; more than 90 percent of the population is afflicted with worms and 
tapeworms. Venereal diseases left behind by the U.S.-puppet regime are a burden 
for the public health sector. Faced with the imperative need to secure medicines 
at all costs to cure our people's diseases, the Party Affairs Committee at the 
Ministry of Public Health has formulated and deployed a strategy to solve the 
medicines problem within the framework of the 5-year (1981-1985) plan and according 
to a general guideline which consists in providing the people with an ever more 
sufficient quantity of preventive and curative medicines. The domestic production 
of medicines--mainly raw materials used in preparing medicines--will be stepped 

up. Efforts will be geared toward building a pharmaceuticals sector with an 
increasingly perfect structure, with the ability to produce raw materials, to 
compound medicines and to produce export goods and also with the support of an 
industry which produces subsidiary substances and additives. The task of pharma- 
ceuticals sections in hospitals will be developed and its quality improved. While 
stepping up production to create sources of medicines, it will be necessary to 
strictly manage and protect the amount of medicines belonging to the state. This 
task will be coordinated with a strict management of the free market with a view to 
eliminating the illegal production and trade of medicines. The method of distribu- 
ting medicines will be continuously improved and coordinated with their rational 
Management and use to ensure that they really reach patients. 


Following are the specific tasks to be done and steps to be taken during the third 
5-year plan: 


1. It is necessary to quickly expand the raising of animals and the cultivation 

of plants which produce pharmaceuticals in order to create a direct source of 
medicines for treatment and raw materials for the pharmaceuticals industry. At a 
time when the antibiotics industry is till at the preparatory stage and when the 
chemical pharmaceuticals industry is still small, the exploitation of raw medicinal 
materials from plants and animals is a real possibility within our reach. We must 
simultaneously intensify the cultivation of medicinal herbs and the raising of 
medicinal animals and must preserve reproduction potentials while exploiting the 
natural sources of pharmaceuticals. It is necessary to expand the area cultivated 
with 35 varieties of medicinal herbs (which have been reviewed) to help treat 7 
ordinary diseases and ailments at the grassroots public health levei. Guidance must 
be provided for the cultivation, raising and exploitation of 110 medicinal plants 
and 5 medicinal animals on 3 scales--state farm, collective and private (mainly in 
the collective sector)--so as to concentrate on solving the problem of medicines 
for 1l groups of diseases. Of these medicinal plants, 10 will ge grown on forest 
soil, 25 on agricultural soil on both the state farm and cooperative scales, 30 in 
a scattered manner by the people and 45 left to grow naturally but requiring pro- 
tection for their reproduction and exploitation according to a long-term plan. 


In the current 4-year plan, we have coordinated and will coordinate closely with 
other sectors to build at all costs some state farms which apply the method of 
interplanting medicinal herbs in fields cultivated with other crops or planting 
medicinal herbs as a special crop. The first thing to do is to grow medicinal 
herbs within the framework of international cooperation plans. 


2. A pharmaceuticals industry must be built urgently, comprehensively and stably. 
The entire sector must concentrate all its efforts on procucing medicinal raw 








materials under all forms and on all scales. Production must be organized while 
building material-technical bases and training a contingent of technical cadres 

and workers for the raw materials producing industry. The antibiotics industry 
must rank first and all means be used to build its production installations. It 
may be possible to start on an experimental production scale and to go further on. 
Moreover, the first step may be to train ourselves to produce antibiotics for the 
treatment of animals and then to move forward toward the production of more refined 
antibiotics for human use. At the same time, we must do our utmost to obtain 
favorable conditions at home and abroad to build large antibiotics production 
installations. 


For chemical pharmaceuticals industry, the general guideline to be followed is to 
make in-depth investments, to fully use the existing installations, to strengthen 
interdepartmental cooperation and to fully employ not only the domestic sources of 
raw materiais and technical facilities to rapidly increase output but also various 
kinds of chemical pharmaceuticals available to meet immediate needs. Meanwhile, 

it is also necessary to expand international cooperation to gradually raise our 

technical standard and enlarge the scale of our chemical pharmaceuticals production. 


During the implementation of the current 5-year plan, we will reform and reequip 
the Hanoi chemical pharmaceuticals enterprise to double the value of its output by 
the end of 1985. Pharmaceuticals enterprises at both the central and local levels 
will need to produce chemical pharmaceuticals by exploiting the on-the-spot sources 
of raw materials and by cooperating with other sectors. The greatest attention 
will be paid to all products including animal cerebellar fluid [nuwowcs ots], 
viscera and bones, rice bran and certain ores such as barite, talc, kaolin, dolomite 
and so on. 


By the end of the 5-year plan, an additional chemical pharmaceuticals enterprises 
must have been set up by shifting the production trend of a number of centrally-run 
pharmaceuticals enterprises. Other installations inside and outcide the sector as 
well as cooperatives or private individuals must be encouraged to produce medicinal 
raw materials. 


Concerning the vegetal chemicals industry, active preparations must be made to 
provide data for the building of industrial installations to extract products 
within the program of cooperation with the Soviet Union and it is possible that 
these installations will start activities within the fourth 5-year plan. According 
to the 1981-1985 plan, a plant designed to experimentally extract some important 
pharmaceuticals within the international cooperation program will be completely 
built. All the existinys installations and equipment belonging to the Hanoi 
chemical pharmaceuticals enterprise and to other enterprises at the central and 
local levels must be fully used to extract solasodin, diosgenin, berberin, rutin, 
strychnine, nerioline, d. strophantin, etc. to increase the raw material supply to 
pharmaceuticals enterprises. 


As far as the pharmaceuticals industry is concerned, efforts must be made to fully 
use equipment capacities and technical abilities to produce medicines to meet 
domestic needs and to promote export. In addition to manufacturing finished pro- 
ducts, pharmaceuticals enterprises must simultaneously participate in producing 
chemical pharmaceuticals and biological products of adjuvants and excipients 











depending on the primary sources of raw materials in each locality and the technical 
equipment ability of each enterprise. Tasks must be gradually reassigned to enter- 
prises with a trend toward centralized specialization to form a number of work 

shops specialized in producing export goods such as ointments, rubbing oils, 
medicines for injection, tablets and capsules, folk medicines and so on. Efforts 
must be exerted to raise, by the end of 1985, the value of products made of domestic 
raw materials to 45 and to between 80 and 85 percent [of the total value of products 
made] at the central level and at local enterprises respectively. The cooperation 
between central and local enterprises in carrying out production must be strengthened 
by concentrating on each group of products with a view to mobilizing the technical 
and equipment abilities of the central level and to exploiting the raw materials 
potential of each locality, especially in the production of chemical pharmaceuticals, 
extracts, excipients, [animal] viscera and adjuvants. 


Installations and enterprises must be gradually set up to specialize in producing 
bags and boxes of good quality and under appropriate forms to pack medicines. The 
production of excipients must be turned into a principal task equivalent to that of 
producing raw materials and pharmaceuticals. A step forward must be taken to set 
up installations specialized in producing excipients and adjuvants to meet the 
needs of the entire sector. It is necessary to continuously consolidate and 
strengthen the machine works of centrally-run enterprises at the two cities of 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh to promptly meet the need to repair and maintain daily pro- 
duction equipment; meanwhile, it is necessary to urgently build one or two machine 
factories to play the role of terminals in both North and South Vietnam with the 
ability to manufacture some of the equipments and parts of pharmaceuticals pro- 
ducing machines and to readily take over and directly manage the medical glassware 
enterprise in case it is entrusted by the state. 


3. International cooperation and export must be developed rapidly. It is necessary 
to take advantage of international cooperation to step up research into questions 
relating to cultivation of medical plants, assessment of their medicinal nature 

and effect and possibilities of exploiting, processing, extracting and using them. 
Cooperation must be exercised in cultivating, processing and using medicinal plants 
which have a strategic position among medicinal raw materials as well as a high 
economic and export value. Through economic-technical cooperation, efforts must 

be made to rapidly build an antibiotics and chemical pharmaceuticals industry and 
to prepare the necessary data for a synthetic chemicals industry. It is necessary 
to promote the preparation of medicines as finished products for export and to 

pay attention to folk medicines such as ointments, rubbing oils, liquors made by 
steeping snakes or chameleons, ginseng tonic liquors, etc., and various kinds of 
injections and pills for the production of which we are in an advantageous position 
from the points of view of technique and equipment. Gradual steps will be taken 

to export products obtained from economic cooperation programs such as morphine, 
codeine, solasodin, diosgenin, DPA, rutin, etc. 


4. The distribution of pharmaceuticals must be reorganized to make sure that they 
are used rationally and economically and that they reach the patients. Efforts 

must be made to raise the average per capita rate of medicines consumption [for 

what unit of time not specified} to 12 dong in the neat 10 years. The use of 
medicines must be managed more strictly and the method of distributing them improved. 
The amount of medicines available must be actively protected in order to prevent 








their loss and transfer into the free market; these measures must be coordinated 
with a strict management of the free medicines market. Firmmess must be displayed 
in checking the bad habit of counterfeiting medicines and illegally dealing in 
medicines. Drug stores in precincts and districts must be quicklw decentralized, 
allowed to apply an independent system of economic accounting and required to 
fulfill three functions--cultivation, p-ocessing and distribution of pharmaceuticals. 


5. Scientific and technical research must be vigorously conducted in the pharmaceu- 
tical field. In the coming years, this research work must be closely connected 
with the implementation of the plan to insure medicines for our people by applying 
the following four major guidelines: 


a. Closely coordinate national traditional medicine and pharmacy with modern 
ones and further exploit domestic sources of raw materials used in preparing 
medicines. 


b. Extensively apply scientific-technical achievements in the worldwide pharmaceu- 
tical field to our task of producing medicines and doing medicinal research; broaden 
the relationships of international cooperation in science, technology and economy 

in order to innovate the technique of our own sector and to accelerate its 
scientific-technical progress. These are opportunities for us to acquire additional 
conditions to prepare the building of basic production installations to manufacture 
antibiotics and chemical pharmaceuticals and to industrialize the cultivation of 
medicinal plants. 


c. Formulate an appropriate plan for scientific-technical research by closely 
observing the realities of the situation in Vietnam, the disease pattern among our 
people, the need for medicines in the 5-year plan and the subsequent years, the 
domestic sources of raw materials usable for medicines preparation and the existing 
installations, technical equipment and contingent of cadres. 


d. Combine immediate needs with long-term ones and harmoniously coordinate 
pharmacy with medicine in all scientific-technical research programs and even in 
each research program. 


To carry out the abovementioned four guidelines, we need: 


--To carry out investigations to reassess all domestic potentials in natural 
resources including vegetation, animals, minerals and other sectors’ byproducts 
usable as raw materials for medicines production and also to reassess the existing 
means, equipment and contingent of technical cadres and workers employed to meet 
the need to produce medicines. 


--To concentrate efforts on basically solving the problem of medicines used to 
treat ordinary diseases--primarily, cold, influenza, intestinal diseases (diarrhea, 


dysentery, worms, tapeworms and stomach troubles) and all types of cough. 


--To do research with a view to determining a pattern of domestic production of 
antibiotics from an experimental level to an industrial scale. 


--To conduct research into the extraction of certain pharmaceuticals used as raw 











materials for the pharmaceuticals production industry and, at the same time, to 
start investigating the possibility of synthesizing a number of chemical pharmaceu- 
ticals. 


6. In line with the development need of the pharmaceuticals sector, an economic- 
technical sector msut be urgently built and organized within the public health 
sphere. An immediate task is to proceed with the setting up of a "Federation of 
Pharmaceuticals Enterprises" according to the regulations promulgated by the 
government and including enterprises which produce raw materials and prepare 
medicines, pharmaceuticals combines, packing enterprises, mechanical repair enter- 
prises and the network of Level-I medicines distribution corporations and provincial 
and municipal pharmaceuticals combines. Gradual steps must be taken to set up a 
mechanism to manage the economic-technical section of the pharmaceuticais sector 
and also to formulate and enforce policies and systmms conformable to the overall 
economic line and policy of the party and state. 


To promptly step up all activities of the pharmaceuticals sector in order to obtain 
enough medicines to protect the health of the entire people and actively contribute 
to developing the national economy, it is necessary to shape up a new organization 
and to simultaneously and immediately pay attention to the training of cadres to 
prepare for a vigorous development of all activities in the pharmaceuticals domain. 


9332 
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ALGERIA 


PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN AGRICULTURE ANALYZED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 6 Dec 81 p 3 
[Article by Yahia Ouahmed Ali: "The Cattle Can Survive") 


[Text] Oran--It is no longer a question of maintenance, much less production, but 
rather one of survival. It is in these terms that the livestock breeders and the offi- 
cials in charge of the governorate of Saida speak when it comes to sheep raising. 


The expected rainfall still has not come and it is already December. The rams and the 
ewes are suffering, are dying as a result. Im the steppe regions the situation is dis- 
astrous and the alarm was raised almost 3 months ago, at the time when a timid rain 
dampened the soil in September, without providing the land with the needed quantity of 
water. In Tell, the agricultural planting season was threatened, and in the steppe 
areas, this was the beginning of a dearth of vegetation. 


El-Bayadh, a pastoral zone par excellence, covers an area of 25,596 square km, four 
times the size of Belgium. There 8,000 sheep breeders care for herds totaling more than 
710,000 head. 


The situation has reached the critical threshold. Barley and supplementary seeds are 
not to be found. Estarto, regarded as a feed supplement, is withering, the grazing 
areas are deteriorating, and a certain number of other limitations are further aggra- 
vating a situation bordering on catastrophe. 


The sheep breeders, having already lost patience, are now keenly concerned. This is 
legitimate if one takes into account the bureaucratic and other delays typical of the 
deliveries of barley allocated to the district. Everywhere we visited and in all the 
discussions in which we participated, we sensed a general feeling of discouragement, 
soon followed by panic. 


Disease and Cold Take Toll 


What does the drought entail? Eventually, diseases appear. The most damaging and 
devastating is enterotoxemia. It results from sudden and irregular changes in nutri- 
tional substances. It affects digestion and causes tremendous losses in the herds. 


Cachexia does less harm than the abovementioned disease, and it mainly develops as a 

result of chronic undernourishment. At this stage psychological poverty occurs. The 
animal appears appallingly wretched. This is the more serious since the present sea- 
son coincides with the gestation and lambing periods. 











From an assessment of the state of the ewe's health, one can guess the consequences: 
lacking milk and strength, she cannot nurse her lamb, which thus dies. Similar and 
numerous cases of death have occurred in the El-Bayadh region. 


External parasites (lice) have also appeared. All of these ailments substantially 
weaken the herd, whose bodies are incapable of resisting them. This is why the barley 
and all the other supplementary feed elements are vital. 


It seems paradoxical to the uninitiated but natural to the breeders that the lack of 
rainfall which has yielded to the hot rays of the sun at this year's end is helping the 
herds to survive. Herdsmen fear the cold and the first snowfall. The cold would take 
its toll and the rain, if it were then to fall abundantly, would do the same. In this 
connection, the problem is that of shelter. In fact, how can one save sheep from death 
if on the one hand one obtains the necessary food but on the other, leaves them to the 
mercy of the rigors of winter? 


Quotas and Speculation 


Mention must also be made of the flagrant lack of coordination among the bodies which 
are supposed to offset, by means of regular and balanced feeding, the nefarious effects 
of the drought. Goodwill and practicality can in principle correct these problems, for 
which no one and everyone is responsible. All of the efforts of the departments either 
directly or indirectly involved should converge on one and the same concern--safeguard- 
ing the actual reproducers (females), accounting for 60 percent of the herd in the re- 
gion. 


If we examine the figures and the first results of the livestock feed distribution cam- 
paign which began on 1 October, we are forced to recognize that the governorate of Saida 
greatly needs aid and assistance. 


The figures provided by the DARAW and the agricultural departments in the districts af- 
fected by the drought are eloquent. 


The monthly barley requirement comes to about 200,000 quintals in a normal year. 


Since this is regarded as a shortage year, 170,000 quintals of barley were distributed. 
Rather mysteriously, there seems to be a shortage of 30,000 quintals. Under the cir- 
cumstances, it is not surprising that speculators have surfaced. Circumstances are very 
favorable for them. Let the reader be the judge: a quintal of barley sells for 200 
dinars or more. 


The firm price at the source is 95.2 dinars. Nor do wheat middlings, oats, bran or 
fodder escape speculation. Obviously and as aiways, it is the small breeder who bears 
the cost. 


Great Remedies for Great Ills 


In this connection, many livestock breeders in the socialist sector, with herds totaling 
25,000 head, complain that certain bodies refuse to serve them, preferring to deal with 
the private sector. This is the case with the CAPS [Communal Multi-Service Agricultural 
Cooperative] in El-Bayadh, which reports that a considerable number of the trucks it 
sends to collect grain at distant points come back empty. However, the officials say, 











all of the papers are in order. It could be said that it is more or less the same for 
the majority of departments responsible for supply, with the exception of the E£l-Bayadh 
SAP, which has outdone itself. 


In the view of the Saida RADAW, the exhaustion of the food reserves began to occur in 
the month of Avril, and the herds had to graze on the vegetation of the steppes. Since 
the first effects of the drought began to be felt in that period, it was necessary to 
turn to the reserve stocks. 


The entire stock was exhausted by the month of September. Along with this, three SAP 
and the CAPS in the district were asked to collect 9,000 quintals of barley. All of 

the quotas one can find in the telegrams are accurate. While waiting for emergency 
measures to be taken to aid the governorate, the agricultural officials dipped into 
their own resources, and all of these quotas could partially correct the situation if 
transport facilities were made available to the governorate. Here one is reminded of 
the drought in 1971 and the vast distribution campaign launched at the time with the as- 
sistance of the ANP [People’s National Army]. 


The officials and the livestock raisers in the region are categorical: the 1981 drought 
is more severe than that 10 years ago. For great evils, great remedies are needed. 


The monthly requirements by district are as follows: 


Mecheria--58,000 quintals 
Ain-Sefra--35,000 quintals 
El-Bayadh--64,000 quintals 
El-Abiod--22,000 quintals 


Mecheria received 22,000 quintals, or one third of its quota, in a 2-month period 
(October and November). The herds in this region total more than 840,000 head, not to 
mention, obviously, those undeclared. This district, the hardest hit, was provided 
with a contribution of 17,800 quintals in the month of December. We are told that the 
price of bran, an excellent supplementary feed, has soared to a phenomenal 250 dinars 
per quintal, if one can find it. 


Ain-Sefra, a district adjacent to Mecheria, has 425,000 head of sheep in all sectors. 
In the course of the past 2 months it has received 33,000 quintals of barley, leaving 
a shortage of 2,000 quintals. 


El-Bayadh has a deficit of 30,000 quintals, and will have t»o do without the 15,000 quin- 
tals of mixed oats and barley which was to be supplied to it from Tell. Two main diffi- 
culties made this decision necessary. The first was the distance from the shipping 
point, located in Sfisef, in the governorate of Bel-Abbes, and the second, the fact that 
the oats are in bulk. They need to be sacked, which the district is not equipped to do. 
New contributions recently arrived, distributed as follows: 4,300 quintals for El- 
Bayadh, 6,700 for Bougtob, 1,800 for Brezina, 3,900 for Rogassa, and 2,000 for Boualen, 
representing 3 sacks for each 100 sheep. This is clearly insufficient and rationing is 
being done at 250 grams instead of 450 grams per head. This “vitamin” requirement pro- 
vides a better understanding of the absolute need to provide the herd with supplemen- 
tary seed to compensate for the shortage. 











Now, such supplements are not available on the market. As to the so-called black mar- 
ket, it can be said without the slightest irony that it controls the situation. 


The sheep raisers expect a great deal of the state, for they believe that the battle 
currently being foughc against the drought in the steppes regions is in the national 
interest. 


Consistent aid would take into account first of all an equitable distribution of live- 
Stock rations. It goes without saying that strict control measures should be estab- 
lished, for they would only be the natural extensjon of the duties of the distribution 
commissions appointed on the district level. 


Shortage of Transport Facilities 


The other aspect of this state aid concerns transportation to the El-Bayadh SAP. We 
have learned that last 14 October, the SNTR [National Highway Transportation Company] 
committed itself to the transport of 1,000 quintals per day to the El-Bayadh and El- 
Abiod Sidi Cheikh districts. To date, it has not honored its commitment. The reasons 
are not known. 


For the time being, the SAP, with its 15 trucks, is doing the best it can. The lack of 
any contribution by the SNTF [National Railroad Transportation Company] should also be 
noted. And yet there is a station at Bougtoub, about 100 km from El-Bayadh. The train 
could resolve the problem of distance, and quantitatively, the shipments could obviously 
be larger. The lack of transport facilities is substantially reducing shipments to aid 
in the feeding of the herds. 


While a delivery of 15,000 quintals of mixed oats and barley had to be canceled, 10,000 
quintals of barley are waiting collection in Oued Tlelat. Why couldn't trains be used? 
It seems that there is a problem of transshipment. It is true that at the Mohammadia 
Station, a track change, and thus transfer from one train to another, is necessary. 

One can imagine the loss of time this operation would mean. But is this reason enough 
to ignore it? In fact, the same situation exists in Blida, where 2,000 quintals of 
surplus lentils are still waiting to be picked up by trucks. It should be noted that 
lentils are regarded as a supplementary feed. 


There is also the question of the 15,000 quintals of hard wheat from Saida, which ac- 
cording to every indication are destined for human consumption. Im any case, this lot 
was included in the allocations for tle El-Bayadh district. 


No Wheat Middlings Available 


Another equally important fact is that wheat middlings are unavailable on the market. 
Figures obtained from the SN-FEMPAC [National Semolina Factories, Mills, Pasta and 
Couscous Factories Company] indicate that demand is increasing: 4,500 quintals in 
October 1981 as compared to 2,500 quintals during the same month the preceding year, 
and 3,250 quintals in November 1981 as compared to 1,850 in November 1980. Rumor has 
it that sheep breeders are feeding their animals with semolina with sugar added as 
sweetening. Checking with the competent departments indicates that this is only rumor. 
But what is true is that wheat middlings have become practically unavailable in El- 
Bayadh as the price per quintal has climbed to about 200 dinars. 














Naturally, speculation flourishes in times like these. One fact, whici. is specific 

to the El-Bayadh region, should be noted. It has been more than 10 years now that the 

cultivation of grains has been prohibited. Initially, the reasons cited were the over- 
whelming predominance of sheep breedinz and the relative impossibility ot grain culti- 

vation on the steppes. 


In 1977, these steppe regions (on a national level) had 114,000 households engaged in 
grain cultivation as compared to only 51,000 households engaged in livestock breeding. 


In the opinion of some, this is regrettable, and arguments are not lacking. It is 
said that the yields are low because the soil is poor and rainfall insufficient. 


However, if the environment had been improved by raising the very low technological 
level and establishing adequate cadres, advantage could have been taken of this crucial 
period of drought by utilizing this land which is after all suited to grain cultivation 


in spots. 


What can be deduced from this state of affairs is that the barley produced on the 
steppes (had its cultivation not been prohibited) could have been of great help to the 
sheep raisers. 


Experience indicates that it could have produced reserve stocks, for the whims of the 
land anc nature are always included in future estimates. 


Little Risk of Epidemic 


we are now in the first week of the last month of the year. If sufficient precipitation 
were to fall, the peasants would have to wait for February and sheepherders until the 
end of March, because the regeneration cycle for the plant cover would be difficult, and 
it is likely that vegetation grazed to the ground will grow back slowly. The sheep and 
the lambs have devoured almost everything. Snowfall following periods of cold would 
pose a danger. This is what is most feared. 


A vaccination campaign, moreover, began on Saturday. It had begun earlier where cases 
of sheep-pox were reported. For the time being, no epidemic is feared. The veterinary 
team will be strengthened with tne arrival of eight physicians sent by the Bel Abbes 
Agricultural School. 


In connection with supplementary feeds, a major decision has been made jointly with the 

governorate. The agricultural departments decided in fact to suspend the deliveries of 

straw to the paper complex in Saida (SONIC [National Cellulose Industries Company|). Of 
the 10,000-ton allocation, agriculture will have the right to take 6,000. This quantity 
will be sent to the pastoral districts within the next few days. 


In conclusion, it is no exaggeration to say that the emergency stage has been reached 

and surpassed. The freeze threatening El-Bayadh, the difficulties in the distribution 
circuits, and limitations of all sorts are not likely to improve a situation which is 

deteriorating visibly day by day. 


Energetic measures must be taken. The future of our herds depends upon it. 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


RABIES PREVENTION CAMPAIGN--A 2 week campaign to prevent rabies in the city of 

Dar es Salaam including the killing of stray dogs and cats ana <he provision of 
rabies shots will begin on 13 January, the chief of the animal husbandry clinic, 

Dr N. A. Matafu, stated in the city of Dar es Salaam at the end of the week. Dr 
Matafu, who is leader of this second rabies prevention campaign, which was prepared 
by the animal husbandry department in cooperation with the city council, said that 
the present campaign is being held because some dogs are feared to have the disease. 
The first campaign was held 22 June-22 July 1981 but was not very successful because 
only 1 month after its completion rabies was discovered in some areas of the city 
and region of Dar es Salaam. When he was explaining the procedure which will be 
followed during the campaign, Dr Matafu said that five teams of livestock officers 
from the city council and the Ministry of Animal Husbandry will administer shots 

to animals and kill unwanted animals in three districts every day. There are 42 
districts in the city and region of Dar es Salaam. The conducting of this campaign 
resulted from a meeting held in the city of Dar es Salaam on 21 December 1981 for 
officers of the Ministry of Animal Husbandry and the councils of the city and region 
of Dar es Salaam concerning methods of eradicating completely this disease. [Dar 

es Salaam MZALENDO in Swahili 3 Jan 82 p 1) 


ANTHRAX UNDER CONTROL--Anthrax which broke out in Dodoma region three months ago 
killing five people and a large number of livestock is now under control, a 
livestock development official said in Dodoma yesterday. He said the innoculation 
or livestock in affected areas in Dodoma Urban, Kondoa and Dodoma Rural districts 
has been completed. He said 61,000 cattle, goats and sheep were innoculated, 
[text] (Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 30 Dec 81 p 3 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


NEWCASTLE DISEASE OUTBREAK--Port of Spain, Trinidad, Sunday (CANA)--Poultry 
farmers in the heights of Guanapo in East Trinidad have been hard hit by 
Newcastle disease which has killed more than 128,000 birds in the past three 
weeks. One of the 11 poultry dealers, whose birds have been affected by the 
disease said that damage to the industry could well run over the half-million- 
dollar mark. The disease was first detected in Sangre Grande three weeks ago. 
Poultry dealers in Princes Town in South Trinidad reported a similar outbreak 
around the same time. Outbreak of the disease has been attributed to the short- 
cut vaccination methods used by farmers. Chief Technical Officer in the Minis- 
try of Agriculture, Dr. Vincent Moe, has said that farmers were not using proper 
methods of inoculation. ‘Chickens have to be vaccinated at a day-old, which 
procedure is repeated after 10 days and then 2] days. Vaccinations are to 

be prepared either in water or aerosol. We have found in many cases that 
farmers vaccinated the chicks at a day-old then do not bother to re-vaccinate,' 
Dr. Moe explained. Newcastle is a highly contagious and infectious viral 
disease which attacks domestic poultry and other birds. In its early stages 

it resembles an attack of Bronchitis and in the later stage results in lack of 
coordination and trembling. Once a bird is infected with Newcastle, there is 
no cure that can be administered and the virus must take its course. Of the 

34 farms by Agriculture Officers in the Guanapo area, 11 were affected. The 
ministry has said it is continuing to monitor the situation. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 14 Dec 81 p 3] 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


WHEAT CROP DISEASE SPREADS--A disease affecting wheat crops that occurred sporad- 
ically in Haryana few years ago has now apread to nine States creating an aleming 
situation, agricultural scientists told a symposium in Delhi, reports PTI. A inor 
disease until 1968, the Karnal bunt is now found to attack wheat crops in Punjab, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh parts of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir besides 
Delhi and Junagarh district of Gujarat, according to a survey by M/s L M Joshi, 

D V Singh and K Db Srivastava of the Indian Acricultural Research Institute (IARI). 
The just concluded symposium on plant pathology at the IARI was presented the re- 
sults of the survey that involved analysis o 5,448 wheat samples collected from 14 
States between 1975 and 19%. The percentage of ‘Karnal bunt’ infection varied 
from one per cent in Delhi to 77.8 per cent in Punjab during 1977-78. In the 1979- 
80 crop season the incidence was 35 per cent. The IARI scientists said that one 
per cent infection due to Karnal bunt is sufficient to render the wheat grains un- 
acceptable for human consumption. Besides affecting the yield, the disease causes 
a foul smell resembling that of rotton fish which makes the grains unacceptable for 
chapati or whole meal, the scientists said. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21] Dec 
81 p 4) 
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EXPERTS IDENTIFY ‘MYSTERY’ FUNGUS ON TOBACCO 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 4 Dec 81 p 18 


(Text) 


TWO «specialists from the Zimbabwe Tobaceo Re- 
search Board have successfully identified a /ungus 
that has been plaguing tobacco at the )iakandi 


b-tate in Malawi. 


Dr James Shipway 
Cole, senior plast patho- 


logist and Mr Michael 
Walker Deal, i plant 
pathologist at Kutsaga 


research centre were con- 
tacted by their couniter- 
parts in Malawi, after the 
tobeceo at the estate was 


being Gevastated by a 
mystery fusgus 
Malawian experts had 


an idea of what it might 
be and called ip the two 
specialists to try and con- 
firm or identify the 
plague 

On November 19. Mr 
Deal! ieft tor a three-day 
Visit to the estate. He 
returoeq here and thea 
they went beck for as- 
other two days, 

“We made examinations 
of the affected plants and 
separated the crganiema 
amd confirmed the fungus 
ae he 'ng phvtophora 
nicotianer.” Dr Cole eaid 
thie werk 

The f has two 
variations etem rot 
(phytophora = parasitica) 
and black «hank ( _ 
phora nicotianae) adel 

Mr Deall sald it was « 
Gisease which hil been 


fore, but hag not bee 
identified for ahout 12 
years. 

cso: $6400/5751 


“It is a serious disease 
in some parts of the 
world, including America 
and has also een rt- 
ed in Kenya and uth 
Africa. The fisease was 
reported five days ater 
irrigation of t ve crop with 
water from two rivers. 
The resulte were Gevae- 
tating.” 


potatoes ts common in 
the erea 

Th dieser sed tobacco 
plants at the only report- 
ed site—Makand! E- tate— 
were tested and investi- 

ted in co-operation with 

alawian p: thologists at 
Byumbwe re earch station 
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In their recommenda- 
tioms they suggested that 


al 


Irrigated soils 


from 


MALAWI 


Gamare was 
should be stopped for this 
season while an attermpt 
to locate the possible 
source of contamination 


the Malawians in identify- 
ing the infection and its 
possible sources, then left 
further investigations to 
the Malawians 

Sof] from the infected 
land was a “potential! 
source of inoculum that 
might allow spreading of 
the spores from plent to 
plant — especially during 
the wet weather. There- 
in wet 


ted areas in wet weather, 
and al) the soll should be 
washed from their feet 
and shoes befor: waving 
the arta 

They alao re ommeres 
that all the Tends that 
were infected shoud not 
be planted with tobacco 
for at least four years. 








TANZANIA 


EXTENSIVE NATIONAL ARMYWORM INFESTATION PREDICTED 

Actual, Possible Infestation Areas 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 30 Dec 81 p l 
[Article by Anaclet Rwegayura ] 


[Excerpt] Serious armyworm outbreaks are expected in Same and Mwanga districts 
of Kilimanjaro Region this week, and farmers there have been warned against the 
danger of crop destruction by the caterpillars. 


Revealing this yesterday the co-ordinator of the Tengeru-based Pest Control 
Services of the Ministry of Agriculture, Ndugu A.M. Mushi, said that due to the 
heavy rains this season, extensive armyworm outbreaks were likely in most parts 
of East Africa, particularly Tanzania in early 1982, 


This week's forecast, Ndugu Mushi said, indicates that armyworm outbreaks my 
also occur in Kilosa district of Morogoro region as well as Tabora and Mwanza 
regions. There is also probability of such outbreaks in parts of Kiteto 
district in Arusha region. 


Armyworms are likely to attack Handeni and Morogoro districts the following 
week, However, pest control experts were more worried about marginal rainfall 
areas, especially in Central Tanzania, where armyworms could drift there in 
the next few months, Ndugu Mushi explained, 


For the first time in many years, the entire Tunduru district was last week 
infested with armyworms, and according to reports from the area, serious damage 
was caused to germinating sorghum, maize _... paddy. 


In Makanya division of Same district some 60.7 hectares of maize were devoured 
by the moth caterpillars while another 449,21 hectares of maize in the same 
division were also in danger of destruction by the weekend, 








Tabora Region Control Measures 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 1 Jan 82 p l 


[Excerpt] Tabora Region is taking wide-ranging measures to contain the larger 
grain borer including undertaking trial tests at the Tumbi agricultural station 
to find the best pesticide that will control the pest's infestation. 


The Regional Development Director, Ndugu Daniel Mkumbwa, said yesterday in a 
telephone interview that authorities were also encouraging peasants to treat 
their maize harvest with a pesticize known as Actellic despite its availability 
in limited quantities, - 


He said the region had cautioned peasants against the use of unauthorised 
pesticides and, in some cases, ash. A Shihata report had said on Wednesday 
that some of the peasants were using Thiodan and U-Combi, extremely potent 
cotton/tobacco pesticides to fumigate their harvest. 


"We have cautioned against the use of such pesticides. We have told peasants 
not to use this as we have already arranged for the supply of Actellic,” Ndugu 
Mkumbwa said, 


Adequate Measures Urged for Dodoma 


Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 2 Jan 82 p 3 


AGRICULTURE extension 
saff in Dodoma region have 
been cautioned to undertake 
adequate contro] measures 
against armyworm outbreaks 
expected there next week. 

According to a weekly 
forecast released in Arusha 
yesterday, by the pest contro! 
services of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, there would be 
fresh armyworm outbreaks in 
Dodoma and Mpwapwa 
district following the ample 
rains recorded in Dodoma 

ion this week 

t has been emphasized by 
ine services co-ordinator, 
Ndugu A.M. Mush:. however, 
that the safe period now 
should be immediateiy -eized 
to apply control measures in 
order to save the sprouting 
maize. Millet and sorghum in 
the region, otherwise he said 
the region being a marginal 
rainfall area, farmers won't 
be able to plant a second crop. 
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Tabora Region's Insecticide Stocks 
Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 3 Jan 82 p l 


[Text] Kilimanjaro Region has 14,315 litres of liquid insecticides and 25,190 
kilos in dust formla--enough to fight any armyworm outbreak this year, it was 
learnt in Moshi yesterday, The Regional Agricultural Development Officer, Ndugu 
A.N. Njau, told Shihata there were 6,440 litres of Thiodan 35 percent and 265 
265 kilos of the same insecticide in dust formula, There were also 7,800 litres 
of Malathion 50 percent in liquid and 24,925 kilos of Didmac 5 percent. There 
were 75 litres of DDP 25 percent, he added. 


Ndugu Njau, who was reacting to a warning of the Tengeru Pest Control Service 
Station, said 300,000/- had been set aside for buying additional stock if the 
need arose, 
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